
 

 

12 February 2021 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
I hope that you and your family are all safe and well. As I write to you at the end of this half-term, I can 
only thank you again for all of your support throughout this latest national lockdown. We await further 
announcements in relation to potential plans for the reopening of schools and are all hopeful that we are 
getting closer to a time when life in school can get back to normal.  
 
But until that time we must continue to adapt and work within the guidelines to ensure that everyone is as 
safe as possible, and that students continue to get access to the best possible education. Throughout this 
half-term our students have embraced the new ways of working, and, as individuals and as a collective 
student body, they should reflect on the last few weeks with a sense of pride.  
 
Ahead of the half-term break, please find below key information and latest updates: 
 
Module Reports Update 
We feel it is important to provide parents with an update on their child’s engagement, progress and quality 
of work during remote learning. To facilitate this, teaching staff are collating relevant information which will 
be shared with you via discussions with their Personal Tutor next half-term.  We will not be issuing module 
reports in the usual way. More details will be announced after half-term. 
 
Free School Meals 
It has been announced that food vouchers for families eligible for Free School Meals will be issued by 
Wonde.com during half-term. Eligible families will receive e-vouchers. If you have any queries in relation 
to Free School Meals, please email Mrs Chapman at JChapman@sandwellacademy.com 
 
Track and Trace / Reporting of Covid-19 cases during half-term 
The Government and Local Authority have updated their guidance to schools in relation to the track and 
trace protocols during half-term. As a result of this, please note the following key points which are pertinent 
for any students who have attended the Academy as part of our provision for children whose parents are 
keyworkers or who are classed as vulnerable: 
 
The Academy will be continuing to assist with track and trace procedures until 5pm on Sunday 14 
February. If your child develops symptoms and receives a positive Covid-19 test up until this point, please 
inform us via email at the following address: Covid19@sandwellacademy.com 
 
Please be advised that this email address will not be monitored after 5pm on February 14. Should your 
child develop symptoms after this time, in line with Local Authority guidance, please book a test and 
engage directly with the NHS Track and Trace Service.   
 
Year 8 Options 
Thank you to everyone who has returned their Year 8 Options choices which were launched in last week’s 
update. The deadline for returns via email or post is March 8.  To support you, our Options Presentation 
and Subject Choices Video can be accessed at:  
 
http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/curr    
 
Parent and Student Surveys on Remote Learning 
We would be very grateful if you could complete the parent survey on remote learning provision. Your 
feedback is a key part of our quality assurance mechanisms to help us ensure that the right level of support 
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is in place for you and your child. The deadline to complete the survey has been extended to Sunday 21 
February.  It can be accessed at the following link:   
 
http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/parent-survey 
 
Please also be aware that the students have been asked to complete a similar survey to gauge their 
experience and feedback on remote learning.  This has been launched and discussed during Personal 
Tutor time.  If they have not yet done so, please could you encourage your child to complete the survey, 
again for the deadline of Sunday 21 February.  The student survey can be accessed at:  
 
http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/student-survey 
 
World Book Day Tokens 
As a participating school in World Book Day, we have been given a link to enable all parents to claim a £1 
digital book token.  For more details and to claim your token, please visit:  
 
https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/booktoken_SecondaryUK.pdf 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
Information about communication protocols, key contacts, safeguarding and other queries relating to 
remote learning provision can be found at the Frequently Asked Questions link on the website:  
 
http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/closure-faq 
 
Half-Term 
A reminder that the Academy is closed during half-term and will not be open for students whose parents 
are keyworkers or those classed as vulnerable. The Academy will re-open on Monday 22 February.   
Thank you for your continued support. I wish you all a safe and enjoyable half-term. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr I Williams 
Headteacher 
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